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BE A PART OF OUR SUCCESS STORY
You are a high achiever, boasting an impressive academic record and sociable personality to match. 
We want excellence and ambition with a thirst to succeed. We are dynamic, global, and able to fulfill 
your career ambitions. We recognise and reward the excellence in people. 

At FD we take pride in hiring only the most talented of students. This is your opportunity to join an 
organisation that commits to; realising your professional potential, challenging you intellectually within a 
team environment and commits to providing you with an enhanced placement experience. We don’t just 
offer a job, we offer an exciting career where the sky is the limit.

If you want to work for an organisation with career opportunities throughout the world that counts 
amongst its clients Tier 1 Investment Banks, the world’s leading Hedge Funds, Exchanges, Foreign 
Exchange Brokers and Technology Companies and to work with leading edge technology then you must 
consider a career with FD. 

Be a part of our success story.

REALISE YOUR POTENTIAL

Welcome to an organisation full of exceptional colleagues who create new possibilities, enable 
innovation, deliver routine excellence and have fun in what they do. Welcome to First Derivatives plc.

We invite you to explore a career at First Derivatives, where we take seriously our commitment to 
stimulate, challenge, develop, reward and care for our employees. Whether you are a recent Graduate, 
fresh out of University with a desire to kick-start your career in the Capital Markets industry or seeking an 
exciting placement or internship, First Derivatives offers prospects to match your potential. Our growth 
story has been fast and dynamic, yet personable and sustainable. We treat our clients as partners, our 
staff as family and our shareholders as friends. This has been the secret to our success in times of 
volatility.

The opportunities are only just beginning. The demand for data is growing around the world. Demand 
for high capacity, high frequency real-time solutions is what we’re all about.  Meeting the demands for 
consultants that have deep domain knowledge coupled with technical expertise remains our sweet-spot.

So come join us.  With our mix of training, recognition and exposure, the opportunities are endless.  This 
booklet is dedicated to helping you understand more about First Derivatives; our history, our values, our 
strategy and our vision.

Sincerely

The FD Board

FD WELCOME



HISTORY OF FIRST DERIVATIVES PLC

 2011
$1 Trillion 
traded on 
Delta Flow 
(fx trading 
platform).

APRIL
Open NY 
office at 

45 Broadway 
NY.
 

2012
SEPTEMBER

The 
acquisition 
of London 

based
Cowrie 

Financial Ltd 
and Redshift 
Horizons, UK.

DECEMBER
First 

Derivatives 
hires its 750th 

employee
 

REVENUE

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008  2009 2010 2011                  

2010
FEBRUARY

The acquisition 
of

Cognotec 
Ireland LTD

AUGUST
The acquisition 

of  Lakefront 
Data Ventures 

(Canada)

OCTOBER
Established 

SaaS Capability 
- Moved to new 

data centres 
(USA)

 

2002
First 

Derivatives 
Plc Floated 
On London 

Stock 
Exchange

 

2005 
First 

Derivatives 
hires its 
100th 

employee
 

2007
First 

Derivatives 
floated on 
Irish Stock 
Exchange

  

2008
OCTOBER

The acquisition 
of Market 
Resource 

Partners (US)

  Launch of 
Delta software 

platform

2009
 APRIL

The acquisition 
of Lepton 

Solutions Pty 
Ltd - Hologram 

(Australia)
 
 

OCTOBER
Investment 

of 20% of Kx 
systems inc.

NOVEMBER
The acquisition 

of Reference 
Data

Factory LLC 
(US)

1996
First 

Derivatives 
established
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2013
 SEPTEMBER
Collaboration 

with NYSE 
technologies on 
a new suite of 
“As a Service” 

trading solutions

NOVEMBER
Australian 

securities and 
investment 
commission 
(ASIC) goes 
live with FD 
Surveillance 

system
 

2014
MAY

Delta Flow 
extended 
to include 

integrated FX 
trade Surveillance 

capabilities

SEPTEMBER
Wins Global 

Market 
Surveillance 

System of the 
Year

OCTOBER
Secures majority 
shareholding in 

Kx systems

NOVEMBER
First Derivatives 
hires its 1000th 

employee
 

2015
FEBRUARY

The  acquisition of 
Prelytix, US.

APRIL
The acquisition of 
Affinity Systems, 

Canada.

SEPTEMBER
Formation of

FD Labs

2016
MARCH

£117million in 
revenue 

MAY
Software Sales 

increase by 
68%

JULY
FD break into 
new markets 

2017
Revenue up by 
30% to £151.7 

million 

APRIL
Software sales 
increased by 

47% 

Focus on Kx:

New markets:  
Aerospace, 

Retail, Formula 
1, Pharma & 

Energy
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2018
FD reaches 

£1bn
market value 

FD awarded
Fintech 

Company
of the Yea

£217M

2012     2013    2014    2015    2016     2017      2018     2019     2020

2019
Full

acquisition
of Kx 

Systems

2020
Appointment of Seamus 

Keating as Chief 
Executive Officer

Software revenue up 13% 
to £148.4m

MRP Prelytix subscription 
revenue up 33% to 

£25.6m

£237M



First Derivatives (FD) is a leading provider of products and consulting services to some of the 
world’s largest finance, technology and energy institutions. FD is the developer of the world-
leading database technology kdb+.

Focused on financial institutions that work cross-asset, often with multi-system and/or high volume 
trading activities, the Company scopes, designs, develops, implements and supports a broad range 
of mission critical data and trading systems across front, middle and back-office operations. The 
Company’s software is also used in a range of industries including telecoms, digital marketing, 
pharma and utilities to help organisations solve their most demanding data management and 
analytics challenges.

Incorporated in 1996, FD has served the capital markets industry since its incorporation. The 
Company holds a niche market position in terms of domain knowledge of capital market asset 
classes (equities, fixed income, foreign exchange, commodities, etc), as well as expertise in leading 
financial services systems (such as Calypso, Murex, Opics, Summit, Principia, Opus, Wall Street, kdb+, 
etc). The Company continues to work closely with leading global financial institutions to enable client 
proprietary and 3rd Party systems to cope with the demands of high volume, complex trading in an 
increasingly regulated market. This combination of domain knowledge and technical expertise in 
leading financial services technologies has motivated the Company to invest in developing its own 
product suite.

First Derivatives is a publicly held company, trading on the London Stock Exchange (LSE FDP.L) and 
Irish Stock Exchange (IEX:FDP.I). The Company is headquartered in Newry, Northern Ireland from 
where it has established its research and development centre, its Capital Markets Competency 
Centre and its near-shore support facilities. 

We know that ensuring our people are well motivated, well rewarded and have the opportunity 
to develop their true potential is critical to meeting our varied client needs and our continued 
commercial success.

WHAT WE DO

OUR CLIENTS

6
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With over 2,400 employees spread across our growing global business, First Derivatives prides itself on 
continuing to maintain a team and family ethos right across the company. We truly are a people business, 
and we recognize that our greatest asset is our people. 

We have a simple business model which is to recruit the brightest and the best emerging from the 
university world, equip them with the necessary skills, knowledge support and provide world-class 
training in some of the world’s leading Investment Banks, working with the latest cutting-edge 
technologies. The training and support you receive will provide you with the foundation to forge a 
successful career in the FinTech Industry. 

First Derivatives has had years of success running our Capital Markets Training Programme, and we 
have always been committed to ensuring our employees are highly skilled. We’re looking for outstanding 
student leaders to drive the profitability and growth of our business, so we’ll be selecting top calibre 
students to join our team. FD do not hire average graduates, instead we seek students with a difference. 

Are you an ambitious, intelligent and motivated individual; passionate about Finance/IT and keen to kick-
start an exciting fast track career into the Capital Markets industry? Then First Derivatives Plc is the place 
for you... 

Our Award-Winning Graduate Options Programme stands out from all others. We provide you with world 
class training through our Capital Markets Training Programme, and the opportunity to work with Tier One 
Investment banks in locations such as New York, London and Singapore. The initial training will take place 
in our Irish HQ for 1 month. 
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THE OPTIONS GRADUATE PROGRAMME 

GLOBAL ON-SITE DEPLOYMENT

WHICH PATH WILL YOU FOLLOW?

OUR
MARKETS

FX
BROKERS

CORPORATES

EXCHANGESINVESTMENT
BANKS

HEDGE
FUNDS

DATA
VENDORS

OPTIONS GRADUATE CAREER

CAPITAL MARKETS CONSULTANCY 
TRAINING

SOFTWARE ENGINEERING

DATA SCIENCE

TRADING TECHNOLOGY

FINANCIAL ENGINEERING

Kx TRAINING CAPITAL MARKETS CONSULTANCY
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Working on
International

projects for Tier 1
Investment Banks

Competitive 
salary

package

Highly acclaimed
Capital Markets

Training from industry
experts

Generous
expenses package

Accommodation 
package

Up to 3 months
training at HQ in

Ireland

Company provided 
Health Care & Pension

Packages

FD BENEFITS PACKAGE

Our people are our most valuable asset. We expect and promote continuous enhancement of 
knowledge and skills and reward our employees in their ongoing professional development.  We are 
committed to helping our employees reach their professional potential.

We provide an in-depth introduction to the market itself before offering a broad selection of workshops 
across a range of essential topics and mentoring that will ensure you become a highly talented and 
skilled consultant, with the ability to represent both FD and our clients on a global scale.

The Capital Markets Training Programme (CMTP) is a 2 year scheme, enabling fast track career 
progression into the Capital Markets industry. The induction programme will take approximately 8 weeks 
to complete, followed by the opportunity to gain commercial experience at various client sites. 

Our training does not stop there, FD offers continual and ongoing support throughout your career. We 
aim to develop our employees, test their capabilities and provide the opportunity to gain professional 
accreditations such as PRMIA, CISI, Java, C++ and AWS. 

CAPITAL MARKETS TRAINING PROGRAMME

Rapid career
development

8 9
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FD is currently recruiting for a number of HQ and Overseas 
roles in our Data Science stream. These roles offer 

candidates a unique opportunity to enter the Big Data 
world where the emphasis is on problem solving using 
a combination of analytics, imagination and business 

understanding.Data Science

Financial Engineering

A fast track Financial Engineering consultancy option 
for graduates with excellent mathematical and technical 

abilities. Those chosen for this stream will help us 
continue to provide tailor-made solutions, from regulatory 

consulting to support models to technology services.

OUR STREAMS

Software Engineering

A fast track Software Engineering option for highly 
technical graduates with an interest in cutting-edge 

technology and the capital markets sector. You will help 
us develop our Kx Product Suite and be based locally, or 
travel and work as a Software Engineer at our client sites.

Trading Technology

An accelerated entry point to our established partnerships 
with the world’s top trading technologies Vendors.  

Successful applicants to this stream will receive training in 
our dedicated centre of excellence enabling a fast tracked 

career path.
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Our exciting new addition for 2021! Perfect for 
graduates with a technical background who are keen 

to fast track their career in finance. You will work 
on a variety of live projects in areas such as Data 

Management, Data Analysis and the development of 
Data Solutions within our financial services client base.
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“A key advantage of FD’s graduate programme is that 
it gives you the opportunity to work on a variety of 
projects to get an insight and understanding of the 
different roles available within a business. This is 
what attracted me to the programme as I wasn’t too 
sure what area in business I wanted to pursue.”

 “As a Computer Science graduate, I was a little 
daunted by the prospect of learning finance with no 
previous experience. These fears were quickly put 
to bed with the CMTP. Through a variety of classes 
held by current FD employees, who had previously 
graduated from the programme, and the various 
online exams with thousands of practice questions, 
I was able to quickly grasp the fundamentals of 
the financial industry. The classes are taught with 
newcomers in mind, which is perfect if you are a 
financial novice like I was!” 

RONAN MORGAN, DATA SCIENTIST 

“First Derivatives is perfect for anyone who wants to 
learn new skills, offering a unique learning experience 
in both finance and technology where you can gain 
invaluable knowledge from experts in both industries. 
In FD, there is a huge potential for career growth and 
I’m excited to see what’s next for me!”

GRACE HASTEWELL, SOFTWARE ENGINEER

“My training experience at FD could not have been 
better. A huge amount of training resources are 
available but what I would really highlight is how the 
people with more experience at the firm are always 
keen to help you with everything you need.” 

YANNICK CAPOTE, FINANCIAL ENGINEER

MUIREANN BARRY, FINANCIAL ENGINEER

OUR PEOPLE
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HEAD OFFICE
3 Canal Quay

Newry
Co. Down
N. Ireland
BT35 6BP

Tel:+44 (0)28 
3025 2242

BELFAST OFFICE
The Weaving Works

Ormeau Avenue
Belfast

Co Antrim
BT2 8HD

Tel:+44 (0)28 
9023 3518

DUBLIN OFFICE
1st Floor, 

Fleming Court,
Flemings Place,

Mespil Road, Dublin 4
D04 N4X9

Ireland
Tel:+353 1 6307700

LONDON OFFICE
5th Floor,

Cannon Green Building,
27 Bush Lane,

London,
EC4R 0AN

Tel:+44 (0)207
3371210

www.firstderivatives.com/careers

HEAD OFFICE
Brian Conlon House 

3 Canal Quay
Newry

Co. Down
N. Ireland
BT35 6BP

Tel:+44 (0)28 3025 2242

BELFAST OFFICE
The Weaving Works

Ormeau Avenue
Belfast

Co Antrim
BT2 8HD

Tel:+44 (0)28 9023 3518

DUBLIN OFFICE
6th Floor,
Block A,

1 George’s Quay 
Plaza,

Dublin 2,
D02 Y098

Tel:+353 1 6307700

NEWRY OFFICE
The Conlon Building
1-2A Marcus Square

Newry
Co Down
N. Ireland
BT34 1AY

Tel :+44 (0)28 3025 2242


